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European nations agreed last week to set up fishing-free zones in remote parts of the Atlantic
Ocean in the world's first high seas network of protected areas beyond the control of national
governments. Environment ministers from 15 European states, forming the OSPAR group
overseeing the North-East Atlantic, said they would seek recognition of the six areas at the
United Nations and from the United States and Canada on the other side of the ocean.The
proposed zones would give a new level of protection to species living in the mid-Atlantic.
Species include whales, sharks, rays, orange roughy and cold-water corals.Protection might
mean permanent bans on fishing or seabed drilling or mining, perhaps even restrictions on
shipping.The six zones, covering a total 285,000 sq kms (110,000 sq miles) or an area
equivalent in size to Italy or the U.S. state of Arizona, are mainly north of the Azores and west of
Ireland. More  here
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http://planetark.org/wen/59678

